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Pesticide recordkeeping

By Stephen H. Futch

This is a CEU article that grants one
General Standards (CORE) CEU when
submitted and approved.

PESTICIDE CLASSIFICATION

Pesticides are classified according
to their potential hazards under the
situations in which they will be used.
The two classifications are unclassified
use and restricted use.

Unclassified pesticides are also
referred to as general-use pesticides.
Normally they are less toxic than
restricted-use pesticides. General-use
pesticides can be purchased by anyone
regardless of whether they have a
pesticide license or not.

Restricted-use pesticides (RUPs)
pose a greater adverse risk to human
health and/or the environment than
general-use pesticides. RUPs can only
be sold to and used by certified appli-
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cators or people working under their
direct supervision. It is the licensed
applicator’s responsibility to make sure
each pesticide is used according to
label directions.

In addition to other requirements,
the license holder must be licensed
in a category which reflects the work
that he or she actually performs. For
example, an applicator who works
directly for an individual grove owner
or who owns the grove himself or
herself is considered a Private Appli-
cator. An applicator who works for a
company which maintains groves for
many grove owners must be licensed
as a Commercial Applicator in the
category of Agricultural Tree Crop.
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RECORDKEEPING FOR
PESTICIDES

All certified applicators of RUPs
are required to keep records related
to the application of RUPs under both
federal and state rules. In Florida, the
Florida Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services (FDACS) has
the local responsibility and author-
ity to verify that records are properly
maintained and available for inspec-
tion. These recordkeeping require-
ments are in addition to those required
under the Worker Protection Standard
(WPS). WPS requires that informa-
tion be available to pesticide handlers
and agricultural workers about where
and when pesticides (both unclassi-
fied and RUPs) have been applied in
agricultural farms, forests, nurseries
and greenhouses.

Recordkeeping is necessary to
ensure the safety of agricultural work-
ers and pesticide handlers, protect the
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environment, maintain food safety and
preserve agrichemicals for future use
in controlling agricultural pests.

RECORDKEEPING BENEFITS

Agricultural producers who keep
accurate records of pesticide use are
able to evaluate and analyze seasonal
performance and management deci-
sions throughout the production cycle.
This evaluation process can enhance
profitability over the long term by
allowing producers to better under-
stand events that may have impacted
the pest control process or crop quality.

The producer can use these records
to determine the effectiveness of past
pesticide applications and determine if
the choice of pesticide effectively man-
aged the pest problem. These records
will also provide documentation to aid
in pre- and post-harvest decisions.

Proper pesticide records aid inte-
grated pest management decisions by
ensuring that the best products are
used for specific problems. Records
also aid in pesticide rotation, thereby
minimizing potential pest resistance
issues. These records should include
not only the product selected, but also
the application rate and application
method, weather and environmental
conditions, and time of application to
understand product failures, if they
were to occur.

Recordkeeping provides the docu-
mentation needed to ensure a safe food
supply for the general public. Records
may be useful for future certifica-
tion processes for selected markets
or where the produce buyer requires
such records. These records could also
be used to protect the producer in the
event of accusations of improper appli-
cation, drift issues, personal injury or a
host of other potential liability issues.

REQUIRED INFORMATION

Florida law requires 10 elements to
be recorded for each RUP application:

1. The name and the pesticide appli-
cator’s license number of the person
responsible for the pesticide application

2. The name of the person who
actually applied the pesticide, if differ-
ent than the licensee

3. The date, the start and ending
time of the pesticide application

4. The location of the treatment site,
which may be recorded using the legal
description of the property or some
other format that clearly identifies
the location, allowing it to be distin-
guished from other sites

5. The crop, commodity or type of
target site treated

6. The total size (acres, square feet,
number of animals treated or other



appropriate units) for the treatment site

7. The brand name and EPA regis-
tration number of the pesticide product
applied

8. The total amount (pounds, gallons,

etc.) of formulated products applied

9. The application method

10. The name of the person request-
ing or authorizing the application, or
a statement of authority to make the
application, if it was made to property
not owned or leased by the licensee

Within 30 days of the application of
a restricted-use pesticide, commercial
applicators must provide a copy of the
application record to the person for

whom the application was made.

The required information shall be
recorded no later than two working
days after the application date and may
be incorporated into other business
records. All records must be retained
for a period of two years, and must be
maintained in a method that is acces-
sible to authorized representatives.

This recordkeeping can utilize any
format as long as the required informa-
tion is properly recorded in a timely
manner. This will allow producers
some flexibility.

ACCESS TO RECORDS
Upon receiving a written request
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from FDACS, a licensed applicator
must make available records of
RUPs used during the last two years.
The authorized representative may
copy or photograph the records.
Original records are kept by the
licensed applicator.

Additionally, the licensed applica-
tor must promptly make application
records and label information available
to licensed health-care professionals
or their designated representative, if
the information is necessary to provide
medical treatment or first aid to an
individual who may have been exposed
to a pesticide. Information must be
made available immediately follow-
ing application in cases of medical
emergencies. If necessary to prevent
further injury or illness, the attending
health-care professional may release
the record or forward information
to appropriate federal or state agen-
cies that deal with pesticide use or
any health issues related to the use
of pesticides.

VIOLATIONS

For a first offense, a certified
applicator who violates any provision
of the law will be asked to correct his
or her violation(s) and be subject to a
civil penalty of not more than $500.
For subsequent offenses, an applicator
may be subject to a greater civil pen-
alty. Any violators who are penalized
will be served with a signed, written
notice of violation and will have 21
days to request a hearing or respond to
the charges.

CONTACT INFORMATION

If you need more information
regarding recordkeeping, contact
FDACS Bureau of Compliance Moni-
toring, 3125 Conner Blvd., MD-1,
Tallahassee, FL. 32399-1650 or by
phone at (850) 617-7870.

Sources of information
for this article:

“Applying Pesticides Correctly.”
Frederick Fishel, UF IFAS Extension, SM-1
“Pesticide Recordkeeping.” Michael
Aerts, O. Norman Nesheim and Frederick
Fishel. UF Extension IFAS, PI-20.

“Restricted-Use Pesticides.” Frederick
Fishel, UF IFAS Extension, PI-36

“Surviving the FDACS Bureau of Com-
pliance Monitoring Inspection: Walking
through an inspection.” Frederick Fishel,
UF IFAS, PI-158

Stephen H. Futch is an Extension agent at
the Citrus Research and Education Center
in Lake Alfred.

CEU "Pesticide handling"
test is on page 26.



VIGIRON

Simple = GOMPLEX

Simple natural affinity
is the COMPLEX...

Garbon and Iron
That’s it, except for... the simple
natural recommendation:

“Serve some to your soil today, and it
will stand to serve your crop tomorrow.”

813.645.6911 www.Vigiron.com
3033 Cockroach Bay Rd., Ruskin, FL 33570

@ ORIGINAL

iropicana

‘--—___——-"""-'-i-_.—-_-\'
PURE PREMIUM 4

Tropicana Area Manager
Eddie Wertz
Office: (863) 494-1628
Mobile: (863)-990-1852

en.woru.‘

""""" _l S U ”:.;*::"\

—

N
I‘l’kre:ncbu Wl

o, m.lnﬂnl\

I prerodone| | Giodas § ! \
| 5 [ J H

! 1 P ]
Q" Low Handry Palm Baach

Lt vanotes || jartea

ﬂ

Southern Zone

Craig Hampton
Mobile: (863) 673-9820
Arcadia: (863) 494-3658
LaBelle: (863) 675-2711

26 CITRUS INDUSTRY e August 2013

‘Pesticide recordkeeping’ test
To receive one Core continuing education unit (CEU), read “Pesticide recordkeeping”
in this issue of Citrus Industry magazine. Answer the 20 questions on the magazine’s
website (www.citrusindustry.net) or mail the answers and application information to the
address at the bottom of the form. The article and test set will be valid for up to one year
from the publication date. After one year, this test will no longer grant a CEU.

1. In Florida, the Environmental Protection Agency is responsible for

inspecting records of certified pesticide applicators of restricted-use T F
pesticides (RUPs).
2. Licensed pesticide applicators are required to keep a list of RUPs for a period
of one year after the application. T F
3. Worker Protection Standards recordkeeping is sufficient for recordkeeping
of RUPs. T F
4. Recordkeeping is necessary to protect agricultural workers, pesticide
handlers and the environment. T F
5. Pesticides are classified according to the potential hazards under the situation
in which they will used. T F
6. Pesticides are classified as either “unclassified” or as “restricted use” under
the law. T F
7. RUPs can only be purchased or used by a licensed holder of RUPs and for the
commodities or sites covered under that holder’s license. T F
8. An RUP license holder with any category of license can use RUPs in any
agricultural situation regardless of the crop. T F
9. Records can be used to aid in evaluating and analyzing seasonal performance
of pesticides. T F
10. Records are of no use in minimizing the development of pesticide resistance
issues. T F
11. Proper records can be used to protect the producer in the event of accusations
of improper application or other liability issues. T F
12. Florida law requires 10 items to be recorded for each RUP application. T F

13. Commercial applicators must provide a copy of the application record to the
person for whom the application was made within two days of the application. T F

14. All required information related to a RUP shall be recorded within two

working days after the application. T F
15. The RUP records must be kept in a standardized paper format that does not

allow form modification. T F
16. All RUP application information must be kept for a period of one year. T F
17. FDACS authorized representatives may not copy or photograph any pesticide

records. T F
18. RUP records must be made available to licensed health-care professionals

upon request. T F
19. Certified applicators that violate any provision of the pesticide recordkeeping

law can be fined up to $500 for the first offense. T F
20. Information on the recordkeeping requirements can be obtained from

FDACS in Tallahassee. T F

Pesticide Applicator CEU Form

First Name: Last Name:

E-mail:

Pesticide License Number:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone Number:

Please mail the answer sheet or a copy of the form to: Steve Futch, Citrus Research & Education
Center, 700 Experiment Station Road, Lake Alfred, FL 33850

If you have questions regarding this form, test or CEUs, e-mail Steve Futch at
shf@ufl.edu or call (863) 956-8644.

Please mark the number to rate this article and test:

Not Very
very useful
useful
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