
Plants for Citrus 
Windbreaks:

A NRCS Perspective



Improve air quality by 
reducing and intercepting air 
borne particulate matter 
(including plant pathogens), 
chemicals, and odors.



Comply with applicable federal, state and local 
laws and regulations during the installation, 
operation, and maintenance of this practice. 

Do not use plants 
that listed as noxious 
or prohibited species
on either state or 
federal noxious weed 
lists.



http://www.fleppc.org/http://www.fleppc.org/



http://www.fleppc.org/



Abbreviations used:
for "Gov. list":
P = Prohibited by Fla. 
Dept. of Environmental 
Protection

N = Noxious weed listed 
by Fla. Dept. of 
Agriculture & Consumer 
Services

U = Noxious weed listed 
by U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.



http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/assessment.html



Use species adapted to the site.



http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/



FOTG Section II (G) (1)

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)                   February 2006

OBLN, C & 
S/STSpartina spartinaeCordgrass, Gulf

FACN, C & 
S/ST

Not 
NativeCyperus esculenteus var. sativaChufas

FACW+, 
OBL

N, C & 
S/STScirpus spp. (not S. cubanesis)Bulrush 

FACUN, C & 
S/STSchizachyrium  scopariumBluestem, Little

FACNAndropogon gerardiiBluestem, Big

FACUN, C & 
S/ST

Not 
NativeCynodon dactylonBermudagrass

FACU+N, C & 
S/ST

Not 
NativePaspalum notatumBahiagrass

Grasses

WIS3Region2Status1Scientific NameCommon Name

(Sorted by common name)

Florida NRCS Plant List for Conservation Alternatives



http://plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/



http://plants.usda.gov/





http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu



http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu/main.asp?plantID=3942



http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu/maps.asp?plantID=3942











Use species adapted to the site.

Plants should be tolerant to herbicides and 
pesticides used in normal citrus production.

Avoid using plants that may be alternate hosts to 
undesirable pests.

Select species that minimize adverse affects on 
crop growth (e.g., shade, allelopathy, competing 
root systems, or root sprouts).
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Use species adapted to the site.

Plants should be tolerant to herbicides and 
pesticides used in normal citrus production.

.Avoid using plants that may be alternate hosts to 
undesirable pests.

Select species that minimize adverse affects on 
crop growth (e.g., shade, allelopathy, competing 
root systems, or root sprouts).

Multiple-row, wide plantings offer greater 
interception potential than do smaller plantings. 



Foundation 
species

Foundation
partner



Use species adapted to the site.

Plants should be tolerant to herbicides and 
pesticides used in normal citrus production.

.Avoid using plants that may be alternate hosts to 
undesirable pests.

Select species that minimize adverse affects on 
crop growth (e.g., shade, allelopathy, competing 
root systems, or root sprouts).

Multiple-row, wide plantings offer greater 
interception potential than do smaller plantings. 

Species diversity, including use of native species, 
avoid loss of function due to species-specific 
pests.



Dahoon Holly           
(Ilex cassine)

Yaupon Holly           
(Ilex vomitoria)

Inkberry (Ilex glabra)

Firethorn            
(Pyracantha coccinea)

Switchgrass 
(Panicum virgatum)

Eastern gamagrass 
(Tripsicum dactyloides)



http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/pmc/flplantmaterials.html

http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/



Web AddressTelephoneCompany
Recommended 
Cultivar/SelectionScientific NameCommon Name

Aeschynomene or 
Joint Vetch Aeschynomene americana Adams-Briscoe Seed Co. 770-775-7826 www.abseed.com

Carl Gurley, Inc. 800-753-3800 www.gurleys.com

Diamond R Fertilizer 407-656-3007 www.diamond-r.com

Seedland 888-820-2080 www.seedland.com

For additional local suppliers, look in Florida
Seed Association Directory. www.floridaseed.org

alfalfa Medicago sativa Florida 99, Alfagraze Adams-Briscoe Seed Co. 770-775-7826 www.abseed.com

C.P. Daniel's Sons 800-822-5681 www.burke.net/cpdaniel/

Diamond R Fertilizer 407-656-3007 www.diamond-r.com

Pennington Seed 800-285-7333 www.penningtonseed.com

Seedland 888-820-2080 www.seedland.com

Bahiagrass Paspalum notatum Argentine, Pensacola, Tifton 9
Many local suppliers.  Look in Florida 
Seed Association Directory. www.floridaseed.org

Diamond R Fertilizer 407-656-3007 www.diamond-r.com

Pennington Seed 800-285-7333 www.penningtonseed.com

Baldcypress Taxodium distichum
Many suppliers.  Look in Assoc. 
Florida Native Nurseries directory www.afnn.org

Many suppliers.  Look in The Plant List www.plantlist.com

Beautyberry, 
American Callicarpa americana

Many suppliers.  Look in Assoc. Florida Native 
Nurseries directory www.afnn.org
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